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Sir: 

Tliis is in response to 
application. 



the Office Action mailed March 19, 2002, in the above-refemnced 



laJhs-naims: 

Please gMmd claims 4 - 6 as follows: 



(Once amended) A process for the production of a cellulose ether, compnsmg 
obtaining a powdered pulp by a method as claimed in claim 1 , and 
producing cellulose ether by using the powdered pulp as a starting material. 




5 (One amc^led) A process for «>e production of a cclMos. ete, co^pmmg 
obtaimng a powdered pulp by a da^^ ^ claim 2, and 

produciug cellulose cftcr by uring to powde^d pulp as a starting matcnal. 

6 (Once amended) A proce.. for the production of a cellulose ^. compnring 
obtaining apowdercd pulp by amethod a. clatoed in claim 3, and 

producing cellulose ethcr by using the powdered pulp as a starting n.atertal. 
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. ■ ..^nr^der 35 use §112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. 
Claims 4-6 stand rejected under 35 U &^ 9 unexamined 
■ 16 stand reiected under 35 USC § 102 as iinpat^tablc over T^aka, unexamn 
Claims 1-6 stand rejccteaunut. ttsC 6 103 in view of Downing et 

,ap^e.e 9-76233. Claim 6 ^ r^ected 35 USC § M 
,l!u.S. Pa*. NO. 2,663,907. Applicant, respectfully ^ver« the. -jecUona. 



.e.„...p. ^u. ther^ectio^ un.e.35 USC , 112. — . 



Claims 4- 



Rqfictinmindfia:- ^^ USC ? 1 02 

. ■ . ^ „«Her USC § 102 as unpatentable over Tanaka. The 
Claims 1-6 stand rejected under j5 UbC iu^ F of a vertical 

,-n.ed invention is directed toamethodofreduci.gpulptoapowderbymeansofavcrtical 

claimed mvennon is anu^ oowder with a series of 

„„er =.11. Cellule. ^ may fl.cn he p^duced by™ ^ J ^ ^ 

. TK^^^nUtvofthe pulp powder startmgmatenal determines mcH 
chemical reactants. The quality of the p p P ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

resultant cellulose ether. For instance, u.dissolv d fib r pre n 

r- . . r^^^^ fi-nm the cellulose ether. It is tl3.erelore an uwj^v 
pxopertie. of polymer, Ibn^ed ft^m fl.e ^ 

i^veotlon to provide a supenor powder, pulp "J ,^ ^ 

product of superior quality. As seen m Clami 1, the invention 

grinding;"/?. ,1„Tamikareferencc is directed to grinding 

TothecoiitraiyoftheclatmedmveiJtion,a)e lanaicarci .„™„f 

r ceHute. powder. See the abstract, clainr 1. and paragraph 0009 of 

processes for produ mg -"""J „ grinding of apulp 

tl. translation supphed wlh to Office Acf^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 

p„ material, as claimed m ^ ^ ^ „„^„^ ^e^. 

need or desire of a pulp, ground with a vcrtrcal roller rmll, for 

the present claims are not anticipate by or obvious in view of Tanaka. 
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and further in view ot 

J as n«4C 8 103 in view of Downms 
Ci^.4-6st3i.drej«t=d»nd«35USCS ^ Dowmig rrfa™" ^^^'"'^ " 

Tana... The di— »".na.. been -^^^^^^^ 

^cd of reducmg cdMose xhe cdlulose is to firf:.»r taoUeo dow 

^U. .h. c.Uu>cse lose, its fibrous m^^^ ^^^^ ,e.=b. or s^sS-t 

„„nli. see col. l."-^'"'^'- „,p„«d«edpulpfor..eiathep^^^^ 
use of a vertical .oner n»ll for .eduouon or palp to 

of cellulose ether. .,„Tan,karofere.>ce disclose, teach, or suggest a «ue*od 

^us, ndther tbe Do^ng, nor «re ^ ^^^^ ^ . 

of producing ceUulose ether using pulp prod^ J 
cL4-6.Fur*er..hereisno„.onva.onbronesb 

■ „™ addressed above in fhll, it is ^ 
ThereicctLons of recordbavu-gbcenadto^ ^^^^^^^^^ 

e^Ucadou is rrow Ur condition fbr allowance, '^"''^^ ^ ^ Exan^rer contact Are 
E^anuner have any .T-tions rega^S tbrs matter, re, 

^gned at his convenience U, ^^^J of claims are re<pired, 

I. is not believed ^ e^-- «™ ^con-panying *is paper, 

.eyond those that may o4er«ise be provided ^ n d^ ^^^^^ ^^^,^,o„ o 
However, inthe event that additional extensions o£^ 

therefore (iticlading fees for net addition 

AccoimtNo. 16-0605. Respectfully submitted. 
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